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VIETNAM VETERANS’ DAY 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Veterans Issues) [9.13 am]: I rise to bring to members’ attention 
that today, on the anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan in 1966, we commemorate Vietnam Veterans’ Day. On 
18 August 1966, in a rubber plantation near the village of Long Tan, Australian soldiers fought one of the fiercest 
battles of the war. The men of Delta Company, 6th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment, faced a force of some 
2 000 North Vietnamese and Vietcong troops. The battle was fought in wet and muddy conditions during a heavy 
tropical downpour. By the day’s end, 17 Australians had been killed in action and 25 were wounded, one of whom 
died a few days later. This was the largest number of casualties in a single operation since the 1st Australian Task 
Force established its base at nearby Nui Dat the previous April. Today, we commemorate all the battles fought by 
Australians and the 60 000 who served in Vietnam, during our 10-year involvement between 1962 and 1972. The 
Vietnam War was Australia’s longest military engagement of the twentieth century. By the time the war ended, 
tragically, 521 Australians had died and 3 000 were wounded. 
On the Sunday just past, I had the privilege of attending the Vietnam Veterans’ Day commemorative service at 
Kings Park, organised by the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia. We remembered those lost and reflected 
on the bravery, teamwork and endurance that Australians displayed throughout the war. When our Vietnam veterans 
first returned, many felt isolated and that their service and sacrifice were not appropriately honoured. It took until 
1987 for these veterans to receive a welcome home parade, with 22 000 Vietnam veterans marching through Sydney 
in front of a crowd of some 100 000 Australians. 
Today, we also pause to reflect on the impact of service on our veterans’ families. All defence families endure the 
hardship of separation, uncertainty and fear, but the families of our Vietnam veterans also witnessed their loved ones 
returning home to a nation in turmoil. They watched as the vast majority received no formal recognition for their 
service and no welcome home ceremonies hosted by their communities. It is my honour to stand before this house 
to thank our Vietnam veterans and their families for their service and sacrifice. Lest We Forget. 
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